ACCUSED OF HYPNOTISM.

Movel Complaint of Colonel Par-
' sons of Virginia.

|He Says Mr=. Nathnn Appleton, Formerly Miss
Jeanctte Ovington, of Thls City, Excreised
Undue Influence Over Mis Doughter and In-
duced the Latter, by Hypnotic Means, to
Leave Her Southern Home Agalnst the Wishes
of Her Parents—The Father Is Resorting to
the Law In His Efforts to Separate the
Women—What . V. White Says.

A vory improbable story appeared in one of
this morning's New York newspapers concern-
Mrs. Nathan Appleton, nes JMiss Jeannetts
Ovington of this eity. and Miss Katherlno Par-
sons of Natural Bridge, Vo Mrs, Appleton
‘was married to Nathan Appleton on November
16, 1857, at the nouse of her uncle, Theodore T.
Ovington. 68 Willow street, tho Lev. Edward
Everett Hale officiating. The affair was one of
the social events of the season. ns the brido was
8 belle in Drooklyn, tha proom belne eaually well
known at bis home in Boston. He wasconnceted

ith the Panamn eanal company, which is cous-

g considerable disturbunee in France just now,
and on the death of n hachclor brother was left
& Inrge fortunr. Miss Emma Thurshy, the
opern singer, was the mald of honor rud Bud
aod ";m—s Appleton, cousina of the groom, and
Charles Ovington and Henry Gillig wern tho
wshers. The Lridesmalds we 14ss May Oving-
ton, Miss Rosa Maizo. Miss Florence Ovington
and Miss Franres Curtis of Boston. Charles
Ionglellow, a cousin of tho poet, wis the best
man. The couple went to the far west on their
honeymeon trip and thea returned to Boston,
whery they remained during the winter, Then
they spent some time in Paris, whers the
bride bud been oducated.  Alout three yrars
&ro it was rumored that thers had beca n
disngrecinent between tha two. and, slortly
after, they separated and the husbnnd mude n
libernl ailowanece to s wifs, Mra. Appleton
went to live with ber friend, Miss Thursby, and,
for a few months, the two women were insup-
arable. Then came o quarrel, sald to have been
about money mntters, shteen months ngo
Irs. Appleton weut to Natural Dridge nod
made the acquaintance of Colonel H. C. Par-
&ons, the owner of the famous natural bridge,
where George Washington wrote his name on
the rocks a foot higher thun any other mun.
Colonel Parsons belonzs to ons of the oldest
fomllies in Virginln and Is very wealthy, He
fought through the war on  the confederaty
sideand nequiteed bimeelf with distinetion. He
has three daughters, the fuvorfte of them ba
4ng Ratherine. She Is g tull, stately blonde
and s d ol many
among them being printing snd drawing,  Ae-
cording to the story told by Colonel Parsous,
Dirs. Appleton hnd a mysterious Influenne over
his doughter from the very first, and this be-
came more and more evident as the timo went
by. Shortly ufter the acguaintance began, Mrs,
Appleton and tho colons] went iannrtnr&rsMp
to photograph the sceuury near and osbout the
maturnl bridge, each to take omne half of the
profits and Mrs, Appleton to do the work with
the camern, A quacrel wrose and the partners
Leeame 1. To the isk t of the
entlre Parson family, Miss Katberine left the
house 1n company with Mrs, Appleton nnd took
up her residenen with ber. Appeals and en-
treaties were aliko fn vain. Tho two women
went to I'aris shortly after und remained there
until the spring of this year. Lnstsummer they
lived at Oyster Bay, L. ., and when the colonel
Jearnc! of his daughbter's whereubouts, he
wroteto Ler to return. The lotters remalned
unanswered, and at Inst the fother engaged a
lawyer to go aml visit the women. He did not
have any success.

The two companions then returned to Now
York and engaged rooms at a boarding house at
68 West Thirly-ninth steeet. DBoth Mrs. Apple-

n and Miss Parsons beeameo the favorites of all
thn boarders at the Thirty-ninth stroet place.
Trs. APDlmm asserted that she was sequainted
with all the peoplo worth knowing, und when
Mr. S. V. White of Flymouth church, in
‘Whose Bunday school class she had formerly
Dbeen, called upon her all doubts as to the truth
of hor remarks were dispelled. Mrs. Briges,
who kept the boarding bouse, told the reporter
that she was surc that Mliss Parsoas wus
under hypnotie iofluence and that sho was
not responsible for her aets. She further
asserted that thelr Lehavior caused so much
talk that she wis compelled to give them notice
1o vacate thelr roome. The women then moved
to 8 West Twenty-ighth street, where they are
now living, Colonol Pnrsons is sure thot his
davghtor 1s belny mesmerized by Mrs. Apple-
Ton and asserts that he will leave no stone un-
turned to _get Miss Latharine awoy from her
Irfend. He is said to huve gone to Boston to

et Mr. Appleton to interfere in the matter and
ns engngzed George K. French of Genernl But-
ler's Inw firm to look after the cnee for him.
en e reporter saw the two women, they
laughed at the story of kypnotism and said that
it had been in elrculation for some time. Miss
'arsons said:

“My family wished me to remain home, but L
could not study art as I wislied to, and for that
renson I am living with Mrs. Appleton. We
have been close friends for some years. As for
ber exerting any undue influence over me. that
8 absoluts nonsense.”

8. V. White says that it might just as well be
osserted that be wos bypaotizing Joha L. Sulli-
¥ 15 to say that Mra, Appleton was using any
Buch mysterious power over Miss Parsons. He
pronounced the story as “perfectly ridiculous.”

Charles Ovington, a cou: of tha bride, was
eeen this morning at his store, on Flatbush
svenuc, and said that hypootism Al not run in
bis famil, He thought that Miss Pnrsons was
quite abl2 to take enra of hersell, Lefng wbout
23 years of age, TIn bad known hoth of the
women for many years and thought that the
story was absurd.




