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ACCUSED OF HYPNOTISM.

[Novel Complaint of Colonel Par-
sons of Virginia.

[He Says Mrs. Nathau Appleton, Formerly Miss
Jeanette Ovington, of This City, Exercised
Undue Influence Over His Doughter and In-
duced the Latter, by Hypnotic Means, to
Leave Her Southern Home Against the Wishes
of Her Parents—The Father Is Resorting to
the Law In His Efforts to Separate the
Women—What 8. V. White Says.

A very improbable story nppeared in one ol
this morning's New York newspapers concern-
Ars. Nathan Appleton, nen JMiss Jeannetto
Ovington of this city, and Miss Katherlno Par-
sons of Natural Brldge, Vo, Mrs, Appleton
was married to Natlan Appleton on November
16, 1837, at the nouse of her uncle, Theodore T.
Ovington. 62 Willow street. tho Lev. Edward
Evcrett Hale officiating. The affair was one of
the social events of the season, a8 the brido was
& belle in Drooklyn, the proom belne eaually well
known nt his home In Boston. He wasconnected
!‘r‘nh the Panamn canal company, which is caus-

g considerable disturbunee in Franee just now,
and ou the death of n hachelor brother was left
e Inrge fortune. MMiss Emma Thurshy. tho
opera singer, was the mald of honor ecud Bud

and Harry Appleton. cousins of the . n
Charles ?)viuggm and Henry Gillig wers the
mshers. The Lridesmalds were Miss May Oving-
ton, Miss Rosas Maize, Miss Floronce Ovington
and Miss Fraonres Curtls of Boston. Charles
Longlellow, a cousin of the poct, was the best
man. The couple went to the far west on their
honeymoon trip and then returned to Boston.
where they remained ducing the winter, Then
they fpent soma time in Yaris, where thoe
bride had been educated, About three years
ago it was rumored that thern had been n
disagreemnent between the two. and, shortly
after, they soparated and the hushand mode
liberal ailowanee to his wifs, Mrs. Appleton
/went to live with ber friend, Miss Thursby, and,
for a low months, the tWo Women were insup-
arable. Then came a quarrel, sald to hava been
about money matters, Elghteen months ngo
Mrs. Appleton went to Natural Dridge and
‘made the acquaintance of Colonel H. C. Par-
€ons, the owner of the famous natural bridige,
whure George Washington wrote his neme oo
the rocks a foot higher than any otier man.
Colonel Parsons holongs to one of the oldest
fomlilies in Virginlaand Is very wenlthy, He
fought through the war on the confedernts
sidoand nequtitted bimself with distinetion. He
has three daughters, the favoerite of them b
ing Katherine. She s o tull. sfately blonde
and s possessed of many accomplishmehts,
among themn being painting and drawing. Ac-
cording to the story told by Colonel Parsons,
Mrs. Appleton hnd & mysteriovs Influence over
his daughter from the wvery first, and this be-
came more and more evident as the time went
by. Shortly after the acquaintance began, Mrs.
Appleton and the colonsl went inm&mrtnr:rshlp
to photograph the scetiery near and sbout the
matural bridge, each 1o fako ons half of the
proflts and Mrs. Appleton to do the work with
the camera. A quarrel arose nnd the partners
Lecame god. To the i of the
entlre Parson family, Miss Ratherlne left the
hiouse 1n company with Mrs. Appleton and took
up her residepen with ber. Appeals and en-
treaties were alike fovain. Tho two women
went to Paris shortly after und remained thers
until the spring of this year. Lnst summer they
lived at Oyster Bay, L. I, and when the colonsl
learne? of his daughter's whereabouts, he
wrote to her to roturn. The lotters remained
unanswered, and at lust the fother engaged a
lawyer to go nod visit tho women. He'did not

A¥E DY SUCCESS,

The two companions then returned to New
York and engnged rooms at & boarding bouse at
68 West Thirtv-ninth street. Both Mrs. Apple-
ton and Miss Parsons beeame the favorites of all
tho boarders ot the Thirty-ninth stroet place,
Mrs. A?phmm aseerted that she wos sequainted
with all the peoplo worth knowing, and when
Mr. S. V. White of Plymouth church. in
‘whose Funday school class she had formerly
Deen, calied upon her all doubts as to the truth
of her remarks were dispelled. Mrs. Driges,
‘who kept the boarding bouse, told tho reporter
that she was surp that Miss Parsons was
under hypnotic influenes and that sho was
mot responsible  for her pets. She further
asserted that thelr behavior caused so much
talk thot she wis compelled to give them notice
10 vaecate thelr rooms. The women then moved
to 8 West Twenty-cighth street, where they arn
now living. Colonel Parsons is sure thot his
daughtor is belny mesmerized by Mrs, Apple-
ton and asserts that he will lcave no stone un-
turned to get Miss Katharine away from ber
Irfend. He is fald to have gone to Boston to

et Mr. Appleton to interfere in the matter and
as engaged George K. French of General But-
ler’s Inw firm to look after the cnee for him.

When r reporter saw the twe women, they
laughed ot the story of hypnotism and said thot
it had been in circulation for some time. Miss
Parsons said:

“Ay family wished me to remain home, but L
could not study art as I wished to, and for that
reason I am Jiving with Mrs. Appleton. We
have been closo friends for some yi . As for
ber exerting any undue Influence over me. that
18 absoluto nonseuse.”

8. V. White says that it mizht just as well be
osserted that b was hypnotizine Jobn L. Sulli-
¥an as to say that Mra, Appleton was ushing any
such mysterious power over Jliss Parsons. He
pronounced the £10ry as “perfectly ridiculous,”

Charles Ovington, acousin of the bride, was
eeen this morning at  his store, on Flatbush
svenuc, and sald that_hypnotism dLi not run in
bis Inmily. He thonght that Miss Parsons was
quite abl2 to tnke enre of hersell, Loing nbout
25 years of age, In bad known hoth of the
women for many years and thought that the
Blory was absurd.
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